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Greetings! This has been another busy month, but God has been good! k Prayer Requests:
stomach is all better and my finger is healing well! Praise the Lord for lthie e ContinuedHealth!
has also been sleamy a lot better these days, which is also a huge blessing. « Joy and Contentment

e Guidance for planning

Confirmation of Calling for the summer

| preached the first time in my ‘Preaching’ class on Wednesday. God spoke e Safe Travels and
through me. | was heathumping nervous beforehand, but when | went up, | Blessings forChurch
was confident and cal. That was totally God, because normally | would have planting conferencein

been sweating. | felt great doing it. | got a lot of good feedback. Pastor Jaime Florida (4/19 -23)
who is in the class said that it was clear evidence of God’s gifting. That was a | ¢ That everything would

huge encouragement. | had beerefing anxious about our future and church go well at Spring
Retreat (4/25-27)

planting, but now | am encouraged to just rely on Him and see how he’ll use us

| guess I'm not Superma

I hit a wall last week. It was just too mu

Earlier this semester | was convicted about not taking
Sabbath. When | cut my fingand then we all got sick,
| realized we all needed to slow down. | really needel
to realize that God is in control, not us. The world
doesn't depend on us. But of courskell back into
working too hard and not taking time to rest.

I had been feetig overwhelmed for awhileprobably
about a month. Each week | was working hard at
getting all my readingnd homeworkdone, doing :
ministry,meeting with peopleand teaching a class. At the Mall of America
Then | started working on designing all the Bible study
materials forHope's Spring Retreat coming up in April.
Spring Retreat is a time when about 250 people from
Hope go to a camp for a weekend. During part of that
time people break into small groups of-1Q people With Pastor Cor’s encouragement, | took a few days off.
and do Bible studies. And of course, | wanted toltd t  Kaelin and Wwent on a few dates, went to a wedding, and
best job possible. | worked on it through my Spring had time to enjoy each other and God. | realized | had
Break as well. The rest of my "break” | spent reading a been neglecting enjoying Gashd my family | had allowed
few books that | have to read this semester. So my circumstances to define my joy instead of God's
basically, | had about a month of no break. goodness. It was a huge walgp call.

cause of burnout for many people in ministry. |-
overwhelmed and did not know how to deal with it. | felt
like | simply could not do anything else.

| was feeling anxious and tense. Even whend tmang Righ now I'm sitting here. | have a hugedo list, a

to "rest" | felt anxious. | was hitting a waltven once packed schedule of appointments, and more to do than |
the Spring Retreat stuff turned out good, | was still can reasonably accomplish. Plus, I'm behind on homew
stressed.Then last week, | read a book called "Ordering(which you know is painful for me). And yet... I'm feeling
Your Private World", which convicted me that | was pretty good. | know I cannot dall this, but by God's grace

ork

working by my own powenot God's. Seldirive is the I'll get what He wants me to do and I'll enjoy ke is good!




Why Good Friday sounds ridiculo

Imagine you racked up a large amount of debt on cretlibugh we live in rebellion against God, even though we'v
cards. You are unable to ever pay them down. The rejected Him and chosen our own ways, even though we’
head of the Bank hears abt it. Although you've profaned His name through innumerable siGd still

never met, he decides to pay your debt out of his owrloved us.

pocket without you having to do anything.
Scripture says “The wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23),

Or imagine Osama Bin Laden is caught, brought to which means every sin (even those little lies or those
America, and put into prison. He is taken to court for private thoughts) earnas death- eternal spiritual death,
multiple crimes against hunmity and is sentenced to meaning separation from God and hence everything that i
death. As the judge is pronouncing a guilty verdict, good. This is a debt we could never pay. We can do
President Obama steps in. The President declares thadthing to “earn” God’s favor; our good works are like
he’ll take Bin Laden’s place, taking the death sentencglthy rags in His eyes. God saw this predicamentsamd

for him. Obama goes to death while Bin Laden goes His own son to take upon our debt of death. Even though
free. we owed God an incalculable debt, He took that debt upo

_ o Himself.
These ardaypothetical situations. They would never

happen, as they are too ridiculous. But this same  Jesus lived a perfeand righteoudife, He never sinned.
situation is what happened on Good Frid&yood He never deserved death. Nevertheless, He went willingly
Friday is when all of our debts were forgiven. Even to the crass. Even though condemned unjustly, He willing
faced crucifixion. He willingly was beaten to the brink of
death and then nailed to a cross to die. On the cross He
experienced the full wrath of God, the wrath we each
deserved for our sins. Jesus stdmfore the judge and
took our death sentence, and in doing so set us free.

Jesus took the penalty for every mistake, every ill intent,
every evil thought, every sinful action, every vice indulged
every harm incurred, and every debt earned. For those
who accept this free gift, when we stand before God, He
sees the righteousess of Jesus instead of our sins. We ar,
judged by Jesus'’ life, not our own. Heaven is a place for
perfect people, on by the perfect standard of Christ do we
enter into God’s perfecand holy presence to live forever
in perfect love, perfect joy, and perfect peace.

Luke is doing great. He is very smiley.sitteup well. He
doesn’t crawl yet although he can push himself backward.
babbles A LOT and says “ma ma” and “da da", but he

probably doesn't quite get what they mean. He likes readin
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books, playing with highlighter pens, and pulling hair.




